DESIGN

makes people

smile

GET ACQUAINTED WITH THE
LIFE AND WORK OF THE
AWARD-WINNING GREEK
DESIGNER ARISTOTELIS
BARAKOS THROUGH HIS
OWN WORDS.

was born in Munich, Germany, where 1

spent my childhood in my parents’ couture
workshop. In the 90s we moved with my family
to Greece, a country that we always loved and
would visit every year for our summer holidays.
I started studying at the Physics Department
of the University of Athens, while at the same
time I was working as a craftsman in a work-
shop making custom-made structures for cin-
ema and advertising. The experience of being
and working in a place full of creative design-
ers, artists and craftsmen made me realise my
love for creating and solving intricate structural
issues. So I decided to change direction and
began a course in industrial design. Since then I
have worked on a wide variety of projects, rang-
ing from decorative objects, tools to designing
high-tech products, giving me the opportunity
to work in Shenzhen, China for six months.
'That was an unforgettable experience, as I was
able to witness from up close the economic and
technological miracle currently taking place at
that part of the world, as well as getting to
know such a fascinating culture.
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Bespoke ceramic plate for «The Holy Goat» restaurant.
“The Holy Goat” &[T EHIME R

Multipurpose
porcelain

watering pot.
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DESIGN IS EVERYWHERE

Design in modern times is not just about aes-
thetics. It has a broad range of applications
from product design, services to corporate
strategic development. In today’s complicat-
ed world, designers are creative people who
tend to work within wider groups from the
perspective of aesthetics and usability, having
as their end goal the human-user. For me,
design is a way of expressing my passion for
creativity and a way of working while draw-
ing pleasure through what I do. The everyday
challenges posed by the very different prod-
ucts I am called to design, the interaction
with different people and travels I make for
my work, are what keep me interested and
give me the impetus to continue.

Sermon, Brass
Candle holder.
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BASED IN ATHENS
2019 marks a new chapter in my professional career, as I find myself
setting up my creative office in Athens. Despite the difficult years that
have passed, Athens has kept an energy I have not found elsewhere.
From a professional point of view, being active in the eld of industrial
design in Greece is a challenge in itself due to the lack of noteworthy
domestic production. However, we live at a time where our communi-
cation with the rest of the world is changing so rapidly as it is much
easier to strike a partnership with overseas markets, wher-
ever they may be found on the globe. Among other things,
I am currently in the process of developing products for a
Greek camping company and some lighting fixtures with an
Italian company which are to be announced soon. My work
has been awarded in international competitions worldwide,
with most prominent being the IF design award in 2017, the
International Design Award in 2016 and 2017.
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Stoneware plant pot
collection inspired

by pebbles found on
beaches around Greece.
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Eteo, Premium
Olive QOil packaging.
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WHEN IT COMES TO HAPPINESS

What makes me happy today is that I can make people smile with
the products I create. Additionally, the fact that I occupy myself with
something I really love, and despite all the tribulations, it still inspires
me to want to continue. I am also very pleased to have made strong
friendships over the years. —KIKI VASSALOU

ELEGANT TRAVEL GREECE / 59



